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Introduction
This statement was originally drafted and intended to supplement the Traffic and Transport
Assessment as prepared by Arup and accompanied the pre-consultation application, ABP 301345-18.
The statement has been updated and deals with the following issues.


Road Infrastructure;



Traffic Generation;



Pedestrian Linkages and Safety;



Cyclist Linkages and Safety



Public Transport Availability and Capacity;



Traffic/Transportation Impact Assessment; and



Consistency with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport & Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, 2013
(DMURS)

Site Location and Definition
The subject infill site is located on Jacob’s Island, which is a successful and attractive residential
community of approximately 330 residential homes. Jacob’s Island is adjacent to Mahon District
Centre and within the South Eastern Suburbs of Cork City, as defined in the Cork City Development
Plan 2015-2021.
The site is strategically located on the edge of Lough Mahon and enjoys excellent walking, cycling
and public transport links to the adjacent Mahon District Centre and Cork City Centre. Its location
adjacent to the N40 also provides connectivity by road to the areas beyond Cork City.
The existing residential community at Jacob’s Island is supported by quality realm, urban amenities
and connectivity to Mahon and Cork City Centre. The adjacent Mahon District Centre and strategic
employment area was one of the Cork’s strongest performing areas in terms of population and
employment growth during the period 2006-2016. Hubs such as Mahon Point Shopping Centre,
Mahon Point Retail Park and several major industry employers make Mahon a thriving area within the
Cork City environs and present sustainable and viable employment opportunities for existing and
future residents of Jacob’s Island.
Based on the definitions provided in the recently adopted Sustainable Urban Housing: Design
Standards for New Apartments: Guidelines for Planning Authorities: 2018 the proposed development
site can be defined as a ‘Central and Accessible Urban Location’, that is suitable for large scale,
higher density development comprising wholly apartments and as demonstrated on the Connectivity
Map in Appendix A as it is
o

within walking distance (i.e. up to 15 minutes or 1,000-1,500m) of a significant
employment location, being Mahon;
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o

within easy walking distance of high frequency urban bus services, being the 202 and
215/215A.

Road Infrastructure
The proposed development site is already served by a local access road that connects into the
Mahon Interchange with the N40. The existing road, which carries low traffic volumes at present does
not allow for through traffic. The proposal will not seek to make any changes to the existing local road
infrastructure and will involve the consolidation of the existing residential development in the Jacobs
Island area as well as the introduction of small scale local retail and childcare facilities.
The wider network is highlighted Figure 1 below prepared by Arup and taken from the accompanying
Traffic and Transportation Assessment (TTA).

Skehard Road

Church Road

N40

R852 Mahon Link Road
R852

St. Michael’s Drive

R852

Mahon Interchange

N40
Figure 1 - Local Road Network

N40: The N40 is a national strategic dual carriageway route that connects the N22 from Killarney to
the N28 to Carrigaline and the N25 to Waterford. The N40 can be characterised as being used to
bypass Cork city centre. Access and egress from the N40 to the proposed site can be made directly
via the Mahon Interchange (Junction 10).
R852: The R852 (Mahon Link Road) connects the N40 at the Mahon Interchange with the Skehard
Road, with two lanes in both directions (widening locally to multiple lanes in both directions between
the interchange and Mahon Point, and between Mahon Point Shopping Centre and St. Michael’s
Drive). This road reduces to a standard single-lane carriageway after the junction with St. Michael’s
Drive and provides on-road cycle facilities for most of the route and pedestrian footpaths.
Skehard Road: This is a single-lane carriageway which links Mahon to the city centre via the
Boreenmanna Road (with localised widening to provide turning lanes at various junctions). An offstreet cycle facility is provided along the southern side of the road. Pedestrian footpaths are provided

4

on both the north and south sides of the road. The road is currently undergoing improvements and
widening to extend existing bus lanes. Previous works have led to junction improvements and
introduction of bus lanes further west at the junction with Well Road.
St. Michael’s Drive: This local road is a single carriageway road that provides access to City Gate
and residential developments, and also facilitates public transport access to Mahon Point shopping
centre via a bus gate and bus lane.
Church Road: Church Road links the R852 to Blackrock Road and is characterised as providing
access to residential properties along its length. Church Road is a single-lane carriageway in each
direction with pedestrian footpaths.
Proposed/Future Road Infrastructure Improvements
Notwithstanding, the conclusions of the accompanying TTA that no road improvements or upgrades
are required to facilitate the proposed development as it will not have a negative impact on the local
road network or carrying capacity of the N40, the proposed development makes provision for
improvements north of the Mahon Interchange to accommodate a bus lane. The required road works
include the following and are illustrated on the accompanying drawing T0100-00 prepared by Arup


Reduction of the existing footpath/cycle lane to a 2m wide footpath minimum (the combined
footpath/cycle track is approximately 3.5m wide). Cyclists will use the bus lane;



Provision of 3 x 3.0m wide lanes (a bus lane and two traffic lanes) – currently there are two
lanes totalling approximately 7.0m in width;



Retention of 2 x 3.0m right-turn lanes between the existing pedestrian crossing and the
shopping centre junction;



Slight narrowing of the central median on the Johnson & Perrott side of the carriageway to
facilitate the three lanes and to accommodate a minimum 2.0m wide footpath; and



Merging the proposed bus lane with the existing bus bay, at which point the bus will merge
with general traffic.

These works are proposed on lands within the ownership and control of Cork City Council, who have
provided the necessary consent, will improve the local road infrastructure for the benefit of public
transport.
In addition to this and at the request of Cork City Council’s Traffic and Transportation Department the
proposed development has made provision for and has been designed to accommodate a bus which
may in the future enter the site from the north east directly off the west bound lane of the N40.
Recent & Committed Road Infrastructure Improvements
Within the wider network Table 5.3a of the Mahon LAP identifies the Skehard Road junction with the
Mahon Link Road as a pinch point which is to be upgraded to facilitate improvements for public
transport, cyclists and pedestrians. This project is known locally as the Skehard Road Improvement
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Scheme and is funded by the NTA. Phase 1 of the projected which included improvements from the
Well Road and Churchyard Lane as far as the junction with Park Hill was completed in 2013.
Phase 2 of the scheme will see further improvements along Skehard Road between Park Hill and the
junction with the Mahon Link Road, including improved pedestrian, cyclist and public transport
facilities and an upgrade of the junction with Church Road (at Supervalu). As part of Phase 2, the
existing bus lane will be extended and junction of the Skehard Road and Mahon Link Road will also
be upgraded.
Phase 2 is currently under construction and at the Skehard Road/Mahon Link Road junction the works
will include:


localised widening to implement an eastbound bus lane through the junction and to provide
two right-turning lanes from Skehard Road to the Mahon Link Road;



dedicated bus priority and improved cycle priority on the Mahon Link Road itself, with
northbound and southbound bus lanes proposed on the Mahon Link Road in the vicinity of the
junction with Skehard Road

As part of Phase 3 the section of Skehard Road between Church Road and the Mahon Link Road will
be upgraded. These works include an eastbound bus lane and an enhanced westbound cycle lane on
Skehard Road. Phase 3 will continue the works further, from Church Road to the junction with the
Mahon Link Road, including further improvements to pedestrian, cyclist and public transport facilities,
and upgrades to the junction with Bessboro Road.
Phase 3 has been granted Part VIII planning approval and is expected to commence construction in
late 2018/early 2019. Figure 2,3, 4 & 5 below highlights the proposed junction upgrade layouts at the
Skehard Road/Church Road, Skehard Road/Bessboro Road and Skehard Road/Mahon Link Road
junctions, respectively.
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These road upgrades will improve the pedestrian and cycling environment in the wider area and will
make sustainable travel modes more attractive. However, the most significant improvement will be to
public transport and to the travel times of the 202, 215/215A and 219 which all serve Mahon and
Jacob’s Island via Skehard Road. Details of upgrades are outlined in the figures below taken from the
accompanying Traffic and Transport Assessment prepared by Arup.

Figure 2 - Connectivity improvements in the area including Skehard Road upgrade

Figure 3 - Skehard Road/Church Road Proposed Junction Upgrade Layout

7

Figure 4 - Skehard Road/Bessboro Road Proposed Junction Upgrade Layout

Figure 5 - Skehard Road/Mahon Link Road Proposed Junction Upgrade Layout

8

Traffic Generation
Section 7 of the accompanying TTA calculates and details the potential generated by the proposed
development and indicates that given that the reduced nature of scale of the commercial elements it
is considered that the trips associated with these facilities will be internal trips within Jacob’s Island
only and will not attract vehicular trips from the wider area. These trips have therefore been
discounted from this assessment.

Pedestrian Linkages & Safety
The existing residential community are well served by dedicated and safe pedestrian linkages as
illustrated on the accompanying connectivity map of the area (figure 6 below and Appendix A) the
details below highlight the quality of the existing pedestrian environment on Jacob’s Island and the
links to Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Mahon Industrial Estate and Cork City.
Pedestrian Linkages within Jacob’s Island
Within the existing development pedestrian footpaths are present on both sides of the internal
roadway. The internal road from the Mahon Interchange leads to a roundabout junction within the site,
which is provided with zebra crossings on the major arms (i.e. 2 no. crossings on the main
thoroughfare). The footpaths continue as far as the gated entrance to The Sanctuary (the existing

Figure 6 - Jacobs Island Connectivity
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apartment blocks). Inside this private entrance, the footpaths continue to the current end of the
existing roadway.
The Joe McHugh Public Park and waterside amenity walk was delivered in conjunction with the
existing housing development and this not only provides existing and future residents with quality
amenity but also with a dedicated and safe pedestrian and cycling waterside amenity route.
There are currently 4 links from Jacob’s Island to the waterside amenity route and as illustrated in the
accompanying landscape masterplan prepared by Ilsa Rutgers Architecture 3 new links are proposed
and these are highlighted on Figure 7.

Figure 7 - Sketch of proposed landscape masterplan, prepared by Ilsa Rutgers architecture illustrating 3
proposed access points to Mahon Walkway
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Pedestrian Linkages to Mahon

As outlined above we consider that the proposed development site can be defined as a ‘Central and
Accessible Urban Location’, as it is within walking distance (i.e. up to 15 minutes or 1,000-1,500m) of
a significant employment location, being Mahon.
In planning policy terms Mahon is defined as a District Centre and Strategic Employment Area with
Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Mahon Point Retail Park, City Gate, Mahon Industrial Estate and
Loughmahon Technology Park offering significant employment, retail and leisure opportunities.
The pedestrian route to Mahon Point Shopping is via a dedicated pedestrian route on the Mahon
Interchange, which as demonstrated in the connectivity map as a 10 – 15 walk from Jacob’s Island.
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Figure 8 - Existing Pedestrian Connectivity between the Lough Mahon Public Walkway and Jacob's
Island

Figure 9 - Existing Pedestrian Connectivity between the Lough Mahon Public Walkway and Jacob's
Island
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Figures 8,9 & 10 illustrate the existing pedestrian facilities at Jacob’s Island with the Lough Mahon
Public Walkway located along the southern and eastern perimeter of Jacob’s Island. Due to the
popularity of the walkway facility, direct access to and from the walkway exists at multiple locations on
Jacob’s Island. The Jacob’s Island site also has very close access to the Passage Greenway to the
west, via the Lough Mahon Public Walkway, both of which are discussed further below.

Figure 8 - Lough Mahon Public Walkway at Jacob's Island

As illustrated on Figure 11 below there are multiple access points for pedestrians to access the
Shopping Centre.
The southern pedestrian access directly from the Mahon Interchange shown in Figure 11 and 18 was
developed and provided specifically for residents of Jacob’s Island and not only provides access to
the Shopping Centre but also to the 202 Bus Stop on the northern side of the District Centre.
General Pedestrian Connectivity

Whilst there are excellent connections (existing and proposed) from the proposed development to the
Lough Mahon Public Walkway and the Passage Greenway, there are also existing pedestrian
facilities for shorter trips by foot on the internal spine road within Jacob’s Island and northwards to
Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Mahon Retail Park and general employment centres on Mahon Link
Road and Bessboro Business Park. Figure 11 below shows pedestrian accessibility between the
proposed development and the wider Mahon area, including the locations of signalised pedestrian
crossings as well as multiple access points to Mahon Point Shopping Centre.
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Figure 9 - Pedestrian Access from Mahon Interchange to Mahon Point Shopping Centre

Figure 11 - Pedestrian Accessibility via Mahon Link Road
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Figure 12 - Existing Footpath facilities on Jacob's Island (looking west)

.

Figure 13 - Existing Pedestrian Crossing Signals at southern junction of Mahon Interchange
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Figure 104 - Existing Footpaths on Mahon Interchange

Figures 12, 13 & 14 illustrate the existing footpath facilities between Jacob’s Island and Mahon Link
Road, including the existing crossing facilities at the Mahon Interchange, which link Jacob’s Island
with the Mahon Link Road and beyond to the Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Mahon Retail Park and
the Lough Mahon Industrial Park. It is also possible to walk to the terminus of the 202 bus route which
is located outside the northern entrance to Mahon Point Shopping Centre.
Figure 11 illustrates the multiple pedestrian connections into Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Mahon
Retail Park, City Gate, etc. as follows:
•

a walkway along the eastbound merge ramp (as shown in Figure 18. below);

•

a ramp from the bus stop on the Mahon Link Road (as shown in Figure 19 below); and

•

pedestrian access to Mahon Retail Park and City Gate at the vehicular entrance junction
to Mahon Point Shopping Centre.

Figure 11 also illustrates pedestrian accessibility to Mahon Point Retail Park and to the Passage
Greenway from the Mahon Interchange and from St. Michael’s Drive.
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Figure 11 - Pedestrian Route to Mahon Industrial Estate

Figure 12 - Pedestrian and Cycle Accessibility to Mahon Point Shopping Centre from
Mahon Interchange
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Figure 13 - Pedestrian Accessibility to Mahon Point Shopping Centre
from Mahon Link Road

A dedicated and safe walking/cycling route also links Jacob’s Island with the Mahon Industrial Estate
and this route from Railway Line Amenity Route is highlighted on Figure 17.
Signalised pedestrian crossings are in place at the Northern and Southern junctions of the Mahon
Interchange. The wait time for pedestrians at the crossings ranges from 30 seconds to 120 seconds,
and is dependent on the volume of traffic approaching the junctions. Some crossings could potentially
act as ‘Walk-with-traffic’ phases but may be demand-activated, whereby the green man is only
activated if the push button unit is pressed. The possibility of allowing the green phase to be activated
at these crossings at all times when the adjacent traffic approach is stopped on red, should be
explored further with Cork City Council at detailed design stage.
In summary the area is well served by existing pedestrian linkages many of which are entirely
separate from the road network and provide pedestrian access to Joe McHugh Park and Mahon.
These existing links offer existing and future residents convenient and safe pedestrian access to
employment, retail and amenity opportunities.
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Cycle Linkages & Safety
As illustrated on the accompanying connectivity map of the area (Appendix A) the existing pedestrian
and cycling route at Joe McHugh Park (which were developed in conjunction with the existing
residential development) continues along the west edge of Lough Mahon and links the site with
Blackrock and onto the City Centre. This route is identified as part of the River Lee/Lough Mahon
Waterfront Greenway, CSE-GW2 in the Cork Metropolitan Area Cycle Network Plan, which was
published in January 2017. The Plan included a Quality of Service (QoS) assessment of the existing
cycling infrastructure to establish how the facilities meet the needs of cyclists. The Plan’s assessment
of the River Lee/Lough Mahon Waterfront Greenway, CSE-GW2 was
There is currently a two-way shared pedestrian/cycle path along this route with a QoS of A+.
There are currently no dedicated facilities at Castle Road and The Marina.
In terms of proposed infrastructure, it notes ‘it is proposed to maintain existing facilities that provides a
shared walking and cycling path along the water front. Castle Road and The Marina form part of this
route, which are sufficiently traffic calmed to facilitate cyclists in a mixed street environment’.
The River Lee/Lough Mahon Waterfront Greenway CSE-GW2 intersects with the Passage West
Greenway PW-GW1 to the west of Jacob’s Island and this route provides a further link to the Cork
Heritage Park Greenway CSE-GW3 just to the north of the N40 as illustrated on Figure 20 below.

Figure 14 - Extract from Map U4 – Cork City Southeast & Environs of Cork Metropolitan Area Cycle Network
Plan
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Figure 16 - Intersection of Mahon Waterfront Greenway & Passage West Greenway. Cork Heritage Park
Greenway to the North
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Figure 17 - Employment map from Cork City Employment and Land Use Survey

Passage West Greenway PW-GW1, provides the most direct cycling route from Jacob’s Island to the
City Centre with an estimated travel time of approximately 20 minutes. The Cork Metropolitan Area
Cycle Network Plan describes the Passage West Greenway PW-GW1 as follows
The Passage West Greenway facility extends from Passage West to Pairc Ui Chaoimh and is
perhaps the longest stretch of uninterrupted facility within the study area. The route is a
fantastic asset to the area and should form the basis of development of a wider greenway
network.
The QoS assessment of the Passage West Greenway PW-GW1 concludes
It is proposed to maintain the QoS of A+ through ongoing maintenance of this route.
In terms of proposed infrastructure, it notes It is proposed to maintain the existing facilities and
provide additional/upgraded access ramps at Blackrock Road and Mahon Link Road/City Gate. It is
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also proposed to provide the missing c.200m link of this Greenway at Rochestown. The possibility of
continuing this link along the waterfront should be investigated.
The QoS assessment of the Cork Heritage Park Greenway CSE-GW3, which provides a dedicated
cycle route from Jacob’s Island to Mahon Industrial Estate concludes
There is currently a two-way shared pedestrian/cycle path along this route with a QoS of A+.
Apart from maintenance no infrastructure upgrades were identified as being required.
The Cork Metropolitan Area Cycle Network Plan also identifies a primary cycling route from Skehard
Road to Long Shore Drive in Jacob’s Island and this route has been identified as Mahon Link Road
CSE-U-18. The Plan indicates that ‘There are cycle lanes on either side of this link primarily with a
QoS of C and with a short section with a QoS of D’ but highlights that ‘It is proposed to increase the
QoS to at least B along this link through improvement to surface treatments at a minimum’.
In terms of proposed infrastructure, it notes
This is proposed as a primary route that will upgrade the existing facilities to the crossing of
the N40 and extend these facilities to serve the residential area to the south of the N40 at
Long Shore Drive where a segregated two way facility could potentially be facilitated on the
east side of this route. A direct link from Mahon Point to the Passage West Greenway should
also be incorporated to and from this route for employees and visitors to this area.
We consider that the existing dedicated cycle infrastructure, including an A+ cycle linkage into Jacobs
Island, and ready access to nearby greenways (figure 11) provides for excellent connectivity for
existing and future residents of the area. This connectivity provides sustainable options for commuting
to nearby employment locations as highlighted on figure 14.
Recent & Committed Cycling Infrastructure Improvements
In accordance with the recommendations of the Cork Metropolitan Area Cycle Network Plan recent
improvement works have been made to the Passage West Greenway at the junction of the Mahon
Link Road/St. Michael’s Drive. A new ramped connection to the Greenway from the Mahon Link Road
has been provided at this location significantly improving connectivity to the major employment hubs
in Mahon via the Greenway. In addition, and as highlighted above upgrades due to commence shortly
to the Skehard Road junction at the start of the Mahon Link Road CSE-U-18 to Jacob’s Island will
improve the QoS of this route.
Existing residents have access to 3 dedicated cycling routes the River Lee/Lough Mahon Waterfront
Greenway CSE-GW2, the Passage West Greenway PW-GW1 to the west of Jacob’s Island and the
Cork Heritage Park Greenway CSE-GW3 all of which have been assessed in the Cork Metropolitan
Area Cycle Network Plan as having an A+ Quality of Service. These routes provide Jacob’s Island
with high quality cycling infrastructure and allow for dedicated cycling links to Mahon District Centre,
Loughmahon Technology Park, Mahon Industrial Estate and Cork City Centre. Future and planned

22

improvements to the Mahon Link Road CSE-U-18, which is identified as a primary cycling route will
increase the choice of routes for existing and future residents of Jacob’s Island.

Figure 18 -Images of recently completed cycle
ramp at St. Michael's Drive linking into Passage
Greenway.
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Public Transport Availability and Capacity
The proposed development site can be defined as a ‘Central and Accessible Urban Location’, as it is
within easy walking distance of high frequency urban bus services, being the 202 at Mahon Point
Shopping Centre and 215/215A, which has its terminus on Jacobs Island.
The Connectivity Map attached as Appendix A highlights the bus routes and frequency of public
transport services in the area. The Jacobs Island area itself is served by the 215 City service that
operates every 15 minutes and connects Jacob’s Island with the City Centre and a 215A service
continues onto Tower and Blarney.

Figure 20 - 215/215A Bus Terminus at Jacobs Island
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The proposed development site is within a 10 minute walk of the 202 service, which has a 10 minute
frequency and has its terminus at Mahon Point Shopping Centre. This service connects Mahon to the
Apple campus in Holyhill via the City Centre.
The site is also within a 15 minute walk of the 219 service that connects to Cork Institute of
Technology, which has a 45 minute frequency with the nearest stop adjacent to the Mahon Point
Shopping Centre junction.

Figure 21 - Cork City Bus Network

Future Public Transport Upgrades & Provision
Section 3.4.2 of the Mahon LAP highlights that the City Council ‘believes that national transport
targets for modal split set out in “Smarter Travel” are achievable in Mahon in the medium-to-long
term, and has adopted the target as an ambitious high-level objective’.
Objective TO1: Smarter Travel Targets of the Mahon LAP is
To require all future non-residential development in Mahon to aim to achieve a transport
mode split of 45% private car trips and 55% non-private car trips, or better.
The LAP recognises that
‘In order to achieve the target it will be necessary to create the right conditions for maximizing
short trips and to provide the right public transport system to meet trip demands’.
Promoting and facilitating high density development at Jacob’s Island which is a Central and
Accessible Urban Location will allow for the maximisation of shorter trips. In terms of public transport
25

improvements, the existing and planned improvements on Skehard Road, described above and the
improvements to Mahon Link Road proposed as part of this development will lead to improvements in
public transport travel times.
In terms of future improvements, The Cork South-East Corridor Study identifies the development of a
Quality Bus Corridor between Cork City and Mahon Point and which may involve bus services being
re-routed through Bessboro establishing a direct link to the Mahon Link Road and bypassing traffic
congestion at the Skehard Road junction. A key component of this will be the proposed
walking/cycling/public transport-only bridge connection over the Passage Railway at Bessboro to
connect to the Mahon Link Road, identified in the Study and the 2014 Mahon LAP as ‘Bessboro
Bridge’.

Figure 22 - Possible Quality Bus Corridor between Cork City Centre and Mahon Point (Cork SE Corridor Study,

The National Planning Framework highlights that one of the key future growth enablers for Cork
includes
The development of a much enhanced Citywide public transport system to incorporate subject
to further analysis, proposals for an east-west corridor from Mahon, through the City Centre to
Ballincollig and a north-south corridor with a link to the Airport;
The Cork Area Strategic Plan (CASP) highlights the potential for the development of a Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) system to connect Ballincollig to Mahon via the City Centre and the Docklands. The
route of such a system is yet to be determined, but it remains an objective of Cork City Council to
deliver and Tranche 2 employment and housing development are dependent upon it.
The National Planning Framework also contains a commitment has to investigate the feasibility of a
Light Rail system within the City. No further details are available at this time, and this feasibility study
is expected to be undertaken in 2018/2019.
While the form that the enhanced public transport plans required to facilitate the expansion of Cork in
accordance with the National Planning Framework, have yet to be determined, it is evident that there
will be continued significant investment in public transport in the Mahon area, which remains the
identified eastern terminus for any citywide public transport system.
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Summary of Transport Issues
In summary the sites proximity to Mahon and existing public transport services define it as a ‘Central
and Accessible Urban Location’. Public transport services have the capacity to provide for the needs
of additional residents of the proposed scheme and in accordance with Government and local
strategic policies there will be continued significant public transport investment in Mahon in the
coming years, to ensure that it can accommodate the population growth Cork and Mahon will be
required to accommodate.
The results of Census 2016 as presented in the Planning and Design Statement and Planning Policy
Statement of Consistency highlight that Jacob’s Island is currently one of the City’s most sustainable
development locations due its quality pedestrian and cycling links in conjunction with the public
transport provision. The current infrastructure which is set for continuous upgrade and improvements
to meet Cork’s ambitious population targets will ensure that Jacobs Island continues to develop as a
sustainable community.

Traffic/Transportation Impact Assessment
The impact of the proposed development on the carrying capacity of the adjacent N40 has been
assessed in a Traffic and Transportation Assessment, the methodology for which has been agreed
with Cork City Council and it has been drafted in accordance with the relevant Guidelines. The Traffic
and Transportation Assessment concludes that the proposed development will have no impact on the
carrying capacity of the national road.

Consistency with DMURS
In accordance with the requirements of the SHD pre-consultation process, the scheme has been
measured in terms of its consistency with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS)
and the findings as outlined by Arup Engineering are outlined below.
As a peninsula which does not facilitate any through traffic, and is already subject to a number of
traffic calming features (with an existing roundabout junction, a number of pedestrian priority
crossings and the provision of entrance gates adjacent to the existing bus turnaround area), Jacob’s
Island already functions in a manner consistent with the ethos of (DMURS. The proposed
development will see this ethos reinforced further through the design approach adopted.
However, there is a need to recognise that there is an existing internal road network which in itself is
not fully in accordance with the design guidance of DMURS (given that the historical development of
Jacob’s Island predates DMURS). Accordingly, there is a need to strike an appropriate balance
between the existing layout and the proposed development.
As the area already carries low traffic volumes and has a degree of traffic calming in place, it is not
proposed to create ‘shared’ environments within the area around Block 10 and in front of Blocks 3&4;
rather, carriageway widths and junction radii will be minimised to the greatest extent feasible.
At Blocks 7,8 and 9, there will be no surface-level parking within the block area (with all parking to be
provided underground).
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The site is already very well-served by a number of connections to pedestrian and cycle routes, with
the Passage Greenway Line accessible from the existing Jacob’s Island lands, and the Lough Mahon
walk being accessed via four existing connections for pedestrians and cyclists. As part of this
scheme, a further three connections will be created from the proposed development site to these
facilities.
There is already a dedicated bus shelter and bus stop present in a bus turnaround area within the
heart of Jacob’s Island, which is served by the 215 city bus service. These facilities are in a central
location and are therefore very accessible to all residents.
Mitigation measures proposed as part of this application include the creation of a number of additional
links to the Lough Mahon public walk (and by extension to the Passage Greenway line) and the
implementation of an inbound bus lane on the Mahon Link Road between the N40 interchange and
Mahon Point Shopping Centre). These works will ensure that sustainable travel modes are both
attractive and accessible to residents.
The site’s proximity to the Passage Greenway line places it at an excellent advantage to avail of the
recent improvement at the junction at St. Michael’s Drive (where a new ramped connection has been
created between the junction and the greenway line), and the proposed upgrade of the greenway line
itself (expected in 2019/2020) to widen the line and to provide public lighting, as well as the
implementation of a number of new connections to the line from the road and street network along the
line.
The site will see a parking provision below the maximum levels suggested in the Cork City
Development Plan, with a total of 409 parking spaces provided to serve the 413 units
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Appendix A
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